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“Arms do not provide security but are the greatest 
threat to humanity” 

 
H.E. Perez, Ambassador and Permanent Representative, Chile 
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Discussion Agenda 
 
The panel discussion incorporated significant stakeholders and 
tackled the role that disarmament can play with particular 
reference to security, development and human rights. It considered 
how capacities of security, development and human rights could 
be further excelled by employing auxiliary efforts to preserve, 
facilitate, develop and improve cooperation, internationally and 
regionally, in the sphere of arms control, non-proliferation and 
disarmament.   
 
Panel Presentation and Discussion 
De-Militarising Security through Human Rights to Peace, SDG 
16 and Disarmament 
 
Today, perhaps more than ever before, the world will not enjoy 
development without security, nor vice versa, and cannot enjoy 
either without respect for human rights. Unless all these goals are 
simultaneously advanced, none will succeed. Unfortunately, 
renewed tensions and armaments race seem to be gaining 
momentum in several regions of the world which results in 
destabilizing international security, hindering the Sustainable 
Development Goals and negatively affecting human rights.  In this 
challenging context, the elimination and regulation of armaments 
should be understood as one element of the broader and more 
comprehensive design for the maintenance of international peace 
and security. 
 
SCRAP’s panel discussion regarding “De-Militarising Security 
through Human Rights to Peace, SDG 16 and Disarmament”, was 
attended by UN Member State representatives, Geneva based 
NGOs and SOAS University students and staff.  
 
Sahaj Shah, a student ambassador for SCRAP, kicked off the 
event, in which she spoke of how arms have affected her life 
personally and the importance of disarmament. Following this, the 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the 



 
 
 

Conference on Disarmament, H.E. Sabrina Dallafior Matter, 
introduced the panellists and stated that “we don’t just talk about 
breaking down the silos, we do break down the silos” referring to 
the lack of interconnectedness between Security, Development 
and Human Rights efforts and constituencies.  
 
Next, Mr David A. Chikvaidze, delivered the opening remarks on 
behalf of the Director-General Mr Michael Møller. He spoke of 
worrying trends of isolation and weapons that we see in the world 
today. He accentuated that disarmament is not as present in public 
discourse as it deserves to be and this is a key reason why the 
work of SCRAP is so important. Although highlighting the security 
and humanity risks that weapons pose, he also drew upon the 
extortionate finances that are invested into arms and that just over 
10% of annual arms spending would alleviate poverty and hunger. 
Mr Chikvaidze spoke of the depersonalisation of weapons and how 
the increased use of robots and drones carries significant risk, as 
robots cannot tell if they are breaching human rights. Finally, he 
concluded by exclaiming that Geneva is the seed of many relevant 
actors in the disarmament debate including the Human Rights 
Council and is therefore, the perfect location for change. People 
just need to get together and talk.   
 
H.E. Michael Tene began his contribution to the panel with a focus 
on cooperative security. He emphasized the work of ASEAN 
(Association of South East Asian Nations), acknowledging their 
promotion of regional peace and security and commenting on how 
this builds confidence and develops trust between countries. H.E. 
Michael Tene further referenced nuclear disarmament as being a 
key milestone that we need to work towards. His concluding 
remarks were in reference to corporate security. He stated that 
corporate security can make a contribution to peace, however 
there are significant limitations that need to be recognised.  
 
H.E. Marta Maurás Pérez gave an insightful presentation on 
disarmament and the Sustainable Development Goals. She stated 
that SDG 16 acknowledges the importance of a reduction of arms 



 
 
 

flow finances towards achieving peace. A key point she 
emphasised was that the Sustainable Development Goals cannot 
be achieved without peace and with such spending on the military 
and hence, it is sustainable finance that is the predominant 
obstacle in achieving the development goals. Currently, 
sustainable development and political empowerment are not being 
taken together and addressed and this is key to achieving the 
SDGs. H.E. Marta Maurás Pérez finally appealed that 
organisations need to work alongside civil society to gain a wider 
platform for discussion.  
 
Professor Alfred-Maurice de Zayas continued speaking about 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Of particular note 
was that attaining the SDGs is going to cost trillions of dollars and 
currently $1.741 trillion is being spent on weapons with NATO 
putting pressure on its members to increase military expenditure. 
Therefore, Prof. de Zayas argued that we need to rearrange the 
budget to acquire peace and a large part of that is reducing military 
expenditure. He suggested abolishing tax havens as a further 
strategy to save money as that money could be redirected towards 
development. To close, Prof. de Zayas stated Pax optima rerum – 
peace is the highest good.  
 
Mr Marc Finaud underlined the idea that providing security is 
compatible with general and complete disarmament. As nuclear 
weapons are gaining traction, we need to address nuclear 
weapons not only in terms of state security but also in terms of 
humanitarian security. With reference to nuclear weapons, he 
acknowledged that technology cannot be ‘uninvented’, however it 
can go out of fashion. Therefore we need to find new technology 
that will result in nuclear weapons going out of fashion.  
 
H.E. Sabrina Dallafior Matter thanked all the panellists for their 
insightful presentations and opened the floor to questions. Once 
the question and answer session came to an end, Irene Cesati, a 
SCRAP student ambassador, gave the final words of the 
conference. She shared her personal views on the importance of 



 
 
 

disarmament and commended the panellists for their valuable 
contributions to the discussion. 
 
Conclusion  
After a thought-provoking and motivating conference, there are 3 
key points to take away: 

• Increased discussion around disarmament needs is vital 
whilst incorporating multiple different actors 

• Military expenditure needs to be significantly reduced in 
order to further development and work towards alleviating 
poverty. This is also necessary to achieve the SDGs. 

• There is a need for increased cooperative security with an 
inclusion of humanitarian security  

 
We would like to again thank H.E. Sabrina Dallafior Matter, 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the 
Conference on Disarmament, for chairing SCRAP’s sixth annual 
event at the United Nations in Geneva.  
 
 

 
 
 
 


